best known officers on the retired list who have gone over to the majority during 1S99 were Surgeon-General Sir J. Mouat, k.c.b., v.c It is to be noted that only seventeen officers have been passed into the R. A. M. C. although thirty vacancies were announced. This is disappointing.
LADYSMITH.
The first news of the condition of the Ladysmith garrison is to hand as we go to press. All that at present is known in India is due to the enterprise of the pioneer. A total of 8,000 patients passed through the hospitals; if this refers to the garrison alone it is a heavy rate of sickness. From wounds in action twenty-four officers and two hundred and forty men have succumbed, and six officers and three hundred and forty men from disease. As was expected the chief diseases have been enteric fever, dysentery and scurvy. Medical supplies ran short by the middle of January.
The relief felt throughout the Empire at the relief of this brave garrison is enhanced now that we know the straits to which a four months' siege had reduced them. The medical history of the siege will be interesting reading.
We are glad to see that a good service pension of ?100 a year has been granted to Surgeon-General W. Taylor, M.D., C.B., Principal Medical Officer, II. M.'s Forces in India.
The retirement from the Servico of Lieutenant-Colonel A.
Duncan, I.-M.S., f.r.c.s., is gazetted. He Up to the end of January two officers of the R.A.M.C. had been killed in action, and five wounded, and two men killed and three wounded of the Corps. To this must be added the two officers above mentioned wounded at Paardcberg, and Capt. R. Holt, u.a.m.c., who 
